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Classifying Hard to Count Census Tracts in Nevada’s Cities 
The last two census snapshots introduced the census tract segmentation scheme produced by 
the Census Bureau Communications Research and Analytics Team (CRAT) and described 
Nevada’s hard-to-count rural census tracts. The CRAT assigned a classification to each of 
Nevada’s census tracts according to factors such as demographics, media consumption habits, 
and Internet access. This snapshot describes the features of Nevada’s hard-to-count urban 
areas. The CRAT classified most of Nevada’s urban tracts as “multicultural mosaic”, “downtown 
dynamic,” “main street middle,” and “responsive suburbia” (figure 1). 

Figure 1: CLASSIFICATION OF NEVADA'S URBAN CENSUS TRACTS 

 

https://guinncenter.org/the-2020-census-in-nevada-snapshot-4/
https://guinncenter.org/the-2020-census-in-nevada-snapshot-5/
https://guinncenter.org/the-2020-census-in-nevada-snapshot-5/


 

2 
 

Approximately 26.4 percent of Nevadans live in “responsive suburbia” census tracts and 
another 11.3 percent live in “main street middle” tracts; The Census Bureau reports that 
residents of these census tracts are expected to respond to the census at high rates. The 
“multicultural mosaic” and “downtown dynamic” census tracts are especially important for 
census outreach efforts as the majority of Nevada’s hard-to-count population lives in these 
tracts. 

Multicultural Mosaic 
Slightly more than a quarter of Nevadans (25.8 percent) reside in census tracts classified as 
“Multicultural Mosaic.” The predicted self-response rate (the proportion of those in a census 
tract who respond to the census by mail, phone, or Internet) of “multicultural mosaic” census 
tracts is 45 percent, well short of the anticipated tract average self-response rate of 60.5 
percent. These tracts have high proportions of foreign-born residents (34 percent compared 
to 13 percent nationally), a high proportion of Latino residents, a lower-than-average 
proportion of college-educated residents (15 percent compared to 30 percent nationally), and 
lower-than-average household incomes. 45 percent of households in “multicultural mosaic” 
census tracts have children, compared to 32 percent nationally. Young children are especially 
difficult to count accurately in the census. Households in these areas have Internet access at 
rates near the national average, though the Census Bureau anticipates a below-average 
proportion of online census responses. Confidentiality is a major concern for residents of these 
census tracts. 

Downtown Dynamic 
Just under a quarter of Nevadans (24.0 percent) live in census tracts belonging to the 
“Downtown Dynamic” segment. The Census Bureau expects a slightly lower-than-average self-
response rate from tracts in this segment (59 percent compared to an expected national 
average of 60.5 percent). Tracts in this segment have slightly above-average median 
household incomes, high levels of college education, more renters than homeowners, and a 
higher-than-average proportion of foreign-born residents. Households in this segment have 
higher-than-average rates of Internet access, and the Census Bureau anticipates a high rate of 
online responses. “Downtown Dynamic” census tracts have a high proportion of residents of 
ages 25 to 44. Residents of these tracts also tend to move frequently: 23 percent of residents 
of these tracts moved within the last year, compared to a national average of 15 percent. 

Conclusions 
Outreach efforts in Nevada’s cities, especially Las Vegas, are essential to obtaining a complete 
census count. A significant majority of Nevadans live in the state’s urban areas. More than half 
of Nevadans live in urban census tract segments that the Census Bureau expects will respond 
to the census at a rate below the national average. There are several factors that make the 
“downtown dynamic” and “multicultural mosaic” tracts especially hard to count. In 
“multicultural mosaic” tracts, these factors include high proportions of non-English-speaking 
households; a greater-than-average percentage of households with children; and low rates of 
college education. “Downtown dynamic” census tracts also have a higher-than-average 
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percentage of foreign-born residents, and many residents of these tracts move relatively 
frequently. A multifaceted, multilingual outreach effort will be necessary to reach all residents 
of these census tracts. 

Resources 

• 2020 Census Audience Segment Descriptions: The Census Bureau has generated short 
documents with maps and visualizations of the different census tract segments. Those most 
relevant to this snapshot are multicultural mosaic and downtown dynamic. 

• 2020 Census Predictive Models and Audience Segmentation Report: This report provides 
extensive details about the Census Bureau efforts to predict response to the 2020 census. It 
also describes the audience segmentation methods used to classify census tracts into 
distinct segments. 

• 2020 Census Barriers, Attitudes, and Motivators Study Survey Report: This report describes 
the results of a Census Bureau survey that “was designed to understand attitudes and 
behaviors that relate to census participation across demographic characteristics.” The 
results suggest, for instance, that Internet proficiency is correlated with higher anticipated 
census response rates. 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/research-testing/communications-research/2020-tract-segments.html
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/2020/program-management/census-research/census-tracts/segment-profile-7-multicultural-mosaic.pdf?
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/2020/program-management/census-research/census-tracts/segment-profile-4-downtown-dynamic.pdf?
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/2020/program-management/census-research/predictive-models-audience-segmentation-report.pdf
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/final-analysis/2020-report-cbams-study-survey.html

